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VIRGINIA IN 1677. 



(Abstracts by W. N. Sainsbury, and copies of the McDonald 
and De Jarnette Papers, Virginia State Library.) 



(continued) 



Declaration of Col. Jefferys. 

(copy) 

A DECLARATION 

By his Ma*"' Governor and Capt General of Virginia. 

Whereas his most Sacred Ma" Charles the Second by the 
Grace of God of England, Scotland, France and Ireland King, 
Defender of the Faith &c. by his royal Letters Patents under 
the great Seal of England bearing date at Westminster, the 
eleventh day of November last, in the eight and twentieth 
Year of his said Ma tie " reign, hath upon the humble repre- 
sentment of the rt. Hon'ble S r Wm. Berkeley, his great age 
and bodily weakness, in respect whereof, he held himself unable 
to perform and execute the Duties of his place and Office and 
therefore did most humbly and earnestly beseech his Gracious 
Ma'' for leave to retire, and that his Ma iy would be pleased 
to appoint some other person, to take upon him the exercise 
of the Powers and Authorities, belonging to the place and office 
of Governor, his Ma" taking the premisces into his princely 
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consideration hath thought fit and by his royal letters Pat- 
ents under the Great Seal of England doth declare his royal 
will and pleasure to be, that he the said S r W m Berkeley 
should, with all possible speed, return into England whither 
he is now gone on his way. And thereupon his Ma" doth ap- 
point, and constitute me (by the name of Herbert Jefferys 
Esq') to perform and execute, all Jurisdictions, Powers and 
Authorities belonging to the Office of Chief Governor of this 
his Ma* yg Colony & Plantation of Virginia and of Capt B 
General of his Ma'ties forces of or belonging to, the said Colony, 
in as full and ample a manner, and in all matters, causes, and 
things, as well Civil as Military, as he the said S' W m Berkeley 
might, or could have done, or as any other Governor or Capt. 
General of his Ma tie * said Colony & Plantation hath used to 
do execute and performe. And Whereas, his most Sacred 
Ma" and most Hon'ble Privy Council at my departure from 
England enjoined me, take my Oath before them as Governor, 
of this His Ma* 1 " Colony of Virginia, Which Oath I accord- 
ingly took; To the End therefore that all and every His Ma u " 
subjects of this his Plantation of Virginia may be well and fully 
informed of the power and authority to me granted, and pay, 
and perform that obedience, and conformity thereunto due 
and appertaining; and that no one, by any false pretence, real 
ignorance or misinformation may go about to excuse them- 
selves in any mistake or misnomer of my place and power, I 
His Ma" M now Governor and Capt. General of this his Colony 
of Virginia aforesaid have thought fit to publish and declare, 
& do hereby declare, That if any person or persons whatsoever, 
shall, hereafter presume, Contrary to His Ma" M royal Grant 
and my Oath enjoined, and taken as aforesaid, and in degrading 
and lessening of the place & power, to me given, and confirmed, 
stile, route, name, or call me, by any other denomination title 
or character than what is herein before declared, I shall take 
such severe resentment upon the wilful contemners of his Ma t,e * 
said royal Grant to me, as to such high affront, contempt and 
degradation is most due; And I do farther declare, to the high 
Pleasure and honour of Almighty God and in reverence to his 
Holy Church, I shall take and use all speedy and effectual 
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means, possible for the difusive propagation of his glorious 
truth and Gospel here in this Country, by causing a strict In- 
quiry to be made into the lives, licence, abilities and qualifica- 
tions, of the Clergy here, and by reporting home the same to 
the Rt. Reverend Father in God, Henry Lord Bishop of London 
(within whose Diocese Virginia is) who hath given express and 
pious admonition and charge in this behalf for suspending & 
removing such scandalous, unworthy Ministers and Pastors as, 
do now exercise and officiate in any the parishes, or precincts 
of this Colony; and take care that others may be instituted in 
their places and shall use all possible means for the Holy Keep- 
ing, and strict observing of the Lords day. And I shall also 
cause Inquiry, and Removal, to be made, of all scandalous, 
oppressive, incapable, disaffected persons in and to this Gov- 
ernment, in all places of public trust and authority; to the End 
that the like Rebellion (which God defend) may not be kindled 
or encouraged for the future. And I do farther declare, that 
the grand reason, that induced me not to assume, the Honour- 
able seat of this Government sooner, was, because an Assembly 
being called, before my Arrival and ready to convene, the issu- 
ing forth a new Summons, in my own name, with a farther time 
of meeting prefixt, must needs have greatly retarded the public 
weale of this country at such a time of confusion, and disorder, 
and at the same time obstructed and crossed the other Royal 
Commission, wherein his Ma*" is pleased to join me with the 
honorable S r John Berry, and Col'o Francis Morison for the 
Enquiry into, receiving redress and reporting, of public griev- 
ances, as also for other causes conducive to his Ma tT and this 
Countrys Interest. And, I do declare that for the future 
safety, peace and security of this his Ma t3,> Colony and the 
inhabitants hereof, I shall with all convenient expedition most 
sharply and vigorously prosecute a just War with, and extir- 
pation of, such of our Indian enemies as will not adhere to, 
accept and maintain, a good peace and league with us, and for 
those other amicable Indian Neighbours, as shall seek, or receive 
his Maj t,u Royal Oertures of peace and amity, I shall most 
readily embrace and earnestly endeavour to conclude and pre- 
serve, such a peace with them as may not only be a firm and 
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lasting one, but such as shall be most agreeable to his Ma"" 
Honor and Interest. I shall also endeavour with my best 
abilities, care and Justice, as well the reformation, regulation, 
and redress of all apparent abuses, oppressions, excesses, and 
defects in the power, practice and proceedings of all County 
Courts of this Colony, and generally in all other matters, causes 
and things, as shall come within my power, province & cogni- 
zance, to redress and amend for the public Good, Welfare, and 
happy Re-establishment & upholding the peace prosperity 
and good Government under his Ma"" of this his Colony of 
Virginia. 

Given at Swans Point the seven & twentieth day of 
April in the nine and twentieth Year, of his 
Ma* ,M Reign and in Year of Our Lord God 1677. 

Herbert Jefferys. 
God save the Bang. 

A true copy teste. 

W. Davis. 



Governor Berkeley to Col. Jeffreys. 
(April 28, 1677.) 

The irresistable desire to rule the Country he thinks has pre- 
cipitated Jeffreys on that undertaking which cannot be justified. 
Points out mis-statements in his Declaration and says he be- 
lieves the inhabitants will quickly find a difference between 
the Governor's management and the Colonel's, and sooner if 
Col. Moryson be removed who besides other advantages knows 
the laws, customs and nature of the people "with all which you 
are as yet utterly unacquainted' ' 

Copy for the perusal of Sir Joseph Williamson, rec d 7 June 
1677. 
(Colonial Papers, 1 p.) 
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April 1677 
Petition of John Jennings (1) op Isle Wight County, 
to the Commiss™ for Virginia — To be admitted to take 
the oath of allegience & included in his Maj. pardon, being 
truly sorry for his acting in the late rebellion and tbat he may 
have his estate released to him. 
(Colonial Papers. 1 p.) 

April 1677 
Petition of Stephen Tarleton (2) of New Kent County, 
to the Commiss" for Virginia, Acknowledge being seduced 
into taking that unlawful oath imposed by Bacon & beseeches 
mercy for his crimes and to be admitted to the full benefit of 
his Maj. Act of pardon. 
(Colonial Papers. 1 p.) 

'John Jennings, Clerk of Isle of Wight County, 1662 to 1677, was an 
active adherent of Bacon during the Rebellion, and was sentenced to 
banishment, but died before leaving Virginia. A deed dated 1665 shows 
that his wife was Martha daughter of "Mr. Robert Harris," deceased, 
of Isle of Wight Co. In the County records is a petition dated April 9, 
1677 from Jennings to Governor Jeffreys and the Council; "that y'r 
peticon'r having rec'd sentence of banishment and Transportation of 
this his Maties Colony asks for a larger time for his departure since by 
reason of the late Rebellion his estate has been so wasted that he has 
not the money to leave, and because it would peril his life to undergo 
the said sentence in his aged, weak and sick condition, having the care of 
a poor wife and children also incumbent upon him." 

After consultation with the Council Jeffreys respited the banishment 
until the succeeding September; but it is possible that, on account of 
Jennings' bad health the order was never carried out. His will was 
dated Oct. 19, 1678, and proved in Isle, of Wight Co March 10, 1679. 
Legatees: Son John; "to my s'd son one silver tankard marked I. I. M.; 
one small dram cupp and one small sack cupp marked I. G. E., two 
daughters Mary and Martha Jennings, to Mary one small cupp marked 
I. M. I, and one silver tumbler marked I. I. and a half dozen of stiver 
spoones marked I. M. I., and one salt seller marked I. I. and one silver 
sugar dish marked I. I. &c; son-in-law William Seward a sword and belt 
which was formerly his father's; legacy to George Seward; wife Mary 
Jennings, son and three daughters. Disposes of much silver. Captain 
Edward Wilkens, Lt George Moore, Thomas Moore, and William Moore 
to see my will performed. "Further I do give and bequeath my whole 
library of Bookes to my sonn, my desk, my Gold Rings and silver seals, 
and every one of my overseers to have 10 sh. to buy them a Ring." 

The male line of John Jennings ended with his son; but he has had many 
descendants of other names in Isle of Wight. 

2 Stephen Tarleton, of New Kent Co, probably a Quaker, had a daughter 
Judith, who married John Woodson, and probably another who married 
Charles Fleming. 
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April 1677 
Petition of N. Wyat in behalf of William and Eliza- 
beth Rookeings Orphans of William Rookeings (3) of Sum' 
County to the Commiss" for Virginia. That the estate of 
William Rookeings condemned by martial law during the late 
rebellion and who died in prison may be secured for the benefit 
of his children & creditors until the King's pleasure be known 
therein, With Deposition annexed. 
(Colonial Papers, 2 pp.) 



Whitehall, April 26, 1677 
Minutes of a Committee of Trade and Plantations — 
That the Commis" at Virginia be written to by the first ships 
to hasten an answer to the Circular letter and Heads of In- 
quiry sent formerly to Sir Wm. Berkeley as is desired in a 
letter from the Committee dated 28. Sept. last & delivered to 
Sir John Berry on 16. Oct. last. Despatches sent to Sir W. 
Berkeley on 14 April 1676 miscarried by reason of the death of 
the mate of a ship, who undertook to deliver it. — That no laws 
ought to be enacted in the Plantations concerning his Mai. 
revenue without his particular knowledge and orders. 
(Col. Entry Bk. No. 105. p. 25.) 



May 1, 1677 
Commission from the Comm" for Virginia to Col. George 
Jordan (4) and Major Theophilus Hone (5) to inquire 
into, take account of, and report to said Commiss" what estates 
real and personal have been forfeited, seized &c. for or in the 
late Rebellion within James River New Kent and York Count- 
ies and by whose orders &c. that the same may be returned to 
the Lord High Treasurer of England. 
(Colonial Papers. 2 pp.) 

3 Wm Rookings, of Surry Co, was a Major under Bacon. He was cap- 
tured and on Jan 24, 1676-7, was sentenced to death by Court-Martial ; 
but died in prison. See Wm. Gt Mary Quarterly V, 191, for a note on him 
and his family. 

4 Lt Col. George Jordan was long a prominent citizen of Surry County 
and was appointed Attorney General. He died in 1678. For a note on 
him & his relations in Virginia see this Magazine IV, 2-4. 

s For Theophilus Hone, see this Magazine IV, 4. 
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May 3, 1677 
Attestation signed by Colonel William Ball (6) and 
Dr. Walter Whitaker (7)— That one [Mathew] Bentley*(8), 
a shoemaker, notoriously known to be a very great actor and 
abettor in the late Rebellion and had often said he would be 
like death and spare neither man woman or child, was dis- 
charged without any tryal. 
(Colonial Papers. 1 p.) 

6 Col. Win Ball first of that family in Virginia. See Hayden's Virginia 
Genealogies 60-53. 

7 Dr Walter Whitaker was a Justice of Middlesex Co 1673, and, as 
Captain Walter Whitaker, was appointed high sheriff of the County 
April 20, 1685. In a deposition Oct 6, 1684, he gives his age as 46 or 
thereabouts. In a deed, 1687 Dr. Walter Whitaker and his wife Sybilla 
are mentioned. There is a deed recorded in Lancaster Co, dated Aug 
22, 1666, from Richard Perrott, of Lancaster, gent., to Walter Andrewes 
als Whitaker, Doctor in Physick, conveying 1100 acres on the north side 
of Pianketank River (in the present Middlesex). Dr. Whitaker died 
July 27, 1692. The legatees under his nuncupative will were, to Mrs Rath- 
er me Wormley a ring, to Thomas Stapleton his silver-hilted sword and 
belt, and what books he might choose; to Mr. Walter Wadding his gold 
buckles, legacies to servants, rest of estate to his wife. The will of 
Sebilla Whitaker was dated October 1695 and proved in Middlesex Feb 
1695-6. Her legatees were "My Lady Chichley and her son Secretary 
Wormley Esq." 

•Matthew Bentley was a shoemaker who went very far beyond his 
last. He was one of the leading Baconian Commanders in the Rappa- 
hannock River region; but he appears to have escaped any penalties 
except such as may have been imposed in suits for damages against 
him. In Middlesex Court March 4th, 1677, Matthew Bentley was sum- 
moned to answer the charges that he, during the late rebellion, when in 
command of 40 or 50 men, did kill three hogs and two sheep, took a great 
quantity of corn and enough meal for the whole army (Bacon's army) 
at Major Pate's in Gloucester Co. This particular plundering appears 
to have taken place at Lewis's plantation in New Kent. In March 1677 
Mr. Wm Gordon and Mr. Alexander Smith became securities in the sum 
of £500 for the good behavior of "Mr. Matthew Bentley." On July 23d 
1677, in Middlesex, Col Christopher Wormeley sued Matthew Bentley 
and others for trespass and claimed £455 damages. He stated that 
they had taken from him during the Rebellion, 12 beeves, 40 sheep, 12 
bushels of salt &c. He obtained Judgment; but the defendants appealed 
to the General Court. 

There is on record a marriage contract between Matthew Bentley, 
shoemaker, and Mary Willis, widow, in which provision is made for her 
children Richard, John and Eleanor Willis. She was probably widow of 
Thomas Willis of Lancaster County. The will of Matthew Bentley was 
dated Jan. 1685-6, and proved in Middlesex Feb 1685-6; legatees: to 
Mary Allden a young mare, Robert Allden "a cloth serge suit I now 
have with my great cloath coat," John Willis "my hoodcloth Coat with 
gold buttons on it," &c &c. Son Richard Willis executor and residuary 
legatee] 
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May 12, 1677 
Mem: That Sir John Berry Commander in Chief of his 
Maj. ships bound in Virginia and one of H. M. Commissioners 
having seized on board a ship then in port a parcel of wine and 
brandy to the value of about £130, belonging to a malefactor 
then executed upon the place and being driven to make use of 
some to entertain some extraordinary Company, His Majesty 
at a Meeting of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
was pleased to grant Sir John Berry's request to grant him the 
said wine and brandy. 
(Colonial Papers. 1 p.) 

Whitehall May 13, 1677 
The King to Sir William Berkeley. Letter of recall — 
Refers to a previous letter of recall dated 5 Nov. last (1676) 
whereby Herbert Jeffreys was constituted Lieut. Governor to 
act in Berkeley's stead; and is not a little surprised that he 
makes difficulty to yield obedience to his Maj. forementioned 
commands being so clear and plain that We thought no man 
could have raised any doubt or dispute concerning the same. 
He is now strictly commanded forthwith upon receipt of these 
letters to put the execution of the Govemm' into the hands of 
the said Herbert Jeffreys and then without farther delay or 
excuse to repair to his Maj. presence. 

(Colonial Entry Book. No. 81. pp. 542-544.) 
Another copy is in Col. Entry Bk. No. 95. p. 128. 

Whitehall, May 13, 1677 
The King to Col. Herbert Jeffreys — Being given to 
understand that the late Rebellion in Virginia is brought to an 
end and his Maj. subjects there reduced to their former obed- 
ience and tranquility; he is directed, if the Commissioners 
judge it consistent with the safety of the Colony, to return 
hither the greatest part of the soldiers, except only one hundred 
to remain with the usual number of officers, notwithstanding 
if any of the soldiers of their own free will desire to stay as 
planters or servants to give them their discharge and leave to 
dispose of themselves accordingly. 
(Col. Entry Bk. No. 95. p. 129.) 
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Whitehall, May 14, 1677 
The King to Colonel Jeffreys and the Council in Vir- 
ginia — By his Maj. letters of the 13 th of this Inst. Sir Wm. 
Berkeley is strictly commanded to put the execution of the 
Government into the hands of Col. Jeffreys & without 
further delay to repair to the King's presence — In case he shall 
still persist to make any excuses, or scruples, they are com- 
manded to cause said Berkeley to be put on board some con- 
venient vessel there to be forthwith transported to England 
without further delay. 

(Col. Entry Bk. No. 95. p. 130.) 



Whitehall, May 15, 1677 
Secretary Coventry to the Commissioners for Virginia 
— In reply to their letter of 2nd Feb" last and of the 10 th prom- 
ising another Despatch by the Deptford Ketch — We expect 
that with great impatience for by the results of the Assembly 
the complexion & temper of the people will be better discerned 
and so easier for his Maj. to give orders — How his Maj. relishes 
Sir W. Berkeley's refusing to return, a copy of his letter to Berke- 
ley & his orders to Col. Jeffreys and the Council will sufficiently 
show him — For such goods as have been seized from men neither 
convicted nor indicted his Maj. would not have them disposed 
of till further order — Complains (very strongly) of their send- 
ing their Despatches whether to the King, the Lord Treasurer 
or the Secretaries of State under cover to Mr. Watkins their 
Agent, and that several of their letters are signed only by their 
Secretary, "This seems very nigh that which you so justly 
"blame in Sir Wm. Berkeley, for he had as much authority 
"to communicate his instructions to the Clerk of the Assem- 
"bly as you, yours to M r Watkins." — Does not take these mis- 
takes to have proceeded from neglect or disrespect but will as- 
sure them they are great oversights & such as have hardly a 
precedent anywhere — Premises of his Maj. justice & bounty 
on their return — To consult upon a place to build a fort for se- 
curity of the ships & landing of soldiers. 
(Col. Entry Bk. No. 95. p. 125.) 
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Whitehall, May 15, 1677 
Secretary Coventry to Sir William Berkeley — Has 
received his of 2 d Feb* with relation of the tragical actions in 
the Colony & acquainted his Majesty with them & the happy 
composure of all things by the death of Bacon & this latter part 
was very welcome to his Majesty & Coventry heartily con- 
gratulates Berkeley's good success in it — Upon pretences which 
are no ways understood here, he has delayed if not refused the 
obedience due to his Maj. postitive commands to return with 
all speed to England & put the command of the Colony into 
Col. Jeffreys' hands — His Majesty seemeth not a little surprised 
as well as troubled also to find a person that had for so many 
years served his royal Father & himself through the worst of 
times with so unshaken a loyalty, fall into such great errors 
as to affront his Proclamation by putting out one of his own at 
the same time & in that to exempt several persons from pardon — 
The King hath very little hopes that the people of Virginia 
shall be brought to a right sense of their duty to obey their 
Governors when the Governors themselves will not obey the 
King — Prays that he will redeem as much as he can by a ready 
compliance with his present orders — His long services & great 
loyalty of himself & family have kept the King from resolutions 
of resentment — Hopes his services will prevail above the pres- 
ent offence & he be restored to his Maj. opinion & favour, but 
earnestly presses him to take heed of a further persisting in a 
wrong course. 

(Col. Entry Bk. No. 95. p. 127.) 



Whitehall, May 15, 1677 
The King to Lieut. Gov. Jeffreys and the Council in 
Virginia — Abrogating and revoking Sir William Berkeley's 
Proclamation of 10 February last and requiring and authorising 
them to acquaint his Maj. subjects there with his royal will and 
pleasure that the said Governor's Proclamation shall be deemed 
to be null and of no validity and that his Maj. own Proclama- 
tion of 27 Oct. last past be punctually obeyed and observed in 
all points. 2 pp. 

(Col. Entry Bk. No. 95. p. 131.) 
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May 15, 1677 
Secretary Coventry to Col. Jeffreys — Has received his 
letter of 14 th Feb y and is glad to hear of his safe arrival [in 
Virginia] but troubled to find the difficulties he meets with in 
quartering his men but much more to hear the refusal of the 
Governor to obey his Maj. orders — His Maj. sensible of Berke- 
ley's services & present age, is unwilling, unless forced, to pro- 
ceed to extremities and has once more written enjoining his 
immediate submission and delivering up the execution of the 
Govern* to Jeffreys; but if the Governor pursue the old subter- 
fuges and excuses his Maj. hath writ the inclosed letter to 
Jeffreys and the Council to cause Berkeley to be embarked ac- 
cording to the tenor thereof but in case the Gov. comply then 
Jeffreys is to retain this letter and not show it to the Council, 
his Maj. not desiring to add more severity than Sir William 
his comportments necessarily extract from him. 
(Col. Entry Bk. No. 95. p. 132.) 



Whitehall, May 16, 1677 
Secretary Coventry to Colonel Moryson — Has par- 
ticularly represented to his Majesty at the Committee for 
Foreign Affairs, the hardness of his condition above the rest 
[of the Commissioners] both having other employments as 
Lieut. Governor and Commander in chief of the ships — and 
both his Maj. his Royal Highness and the whole Council seemed 
satisfied that his case was very different from his two comrades — 
Is commanded to assure him that upon his return there shall 
be a full & ample compensation made to him "and that you 
rely upon his promise without making your colleagues ac- 
quainted with it." 

(2 pp. Col. Entry Bk. No. 95. p. 126.) 



May 19, 1677 
Petition of Richard Clarke of New Kent County to his 
Maj. Commissioners for Virginia — Setting forth that altho' he 
was seduced into the late unhappy rebellion, he truly repenteth 
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himself & continued quietly under his own roof — that armed 
men under the command of Roger Potter & Bryan Smith with 
others carried away his servants & goods to the amount of 
£400 Sterl'g and praying for examination into the same — 
With Deposition on oath annexed and Order of the Commis- 
sioners thereon — part of said estate being in the possession of 
Major Robt. Beverley. 
(Colonial Papers. 2 pp.) 



May 19, 1677 
Petition op Andrew Goldeon op James City County 
Planter to his Maj. Commissioners for Virginia — Against 
Wm Hartwell for imprisoning him ten days until he passed an 
obligation for five months work — With mem. that Hartwell 
owns imprisoning the petit' but denies the rest. 
(Colonial Papers. 2 pp.) 
Also affidavit of the petitioner. 



May 19, 1677 
Petition of John Johnson and James Barrow of James 
City County, Planters to his Maj. Commissioners for Vir- 
ginia — Against Hartwell for imprisoning them and forcing from 
them a composition of ten thousand shingles — with two depo- 
sitions on oath attached and mem. that it was owned by Hart- 
well who said it was done by the Governor's order. 
(Colonial Papers. 2 pp.) 



May 19, 1677 
Petition of Thos. Lushington to his Maj. Commission- 
ers of Virginia — Against Capt. Wm. Hartwell for imprison- 
ing him stripping the clothes from his back and taking his pa- 
pers out of his pocket — With mem. by Sam. Wiseman that 
Hartwell confessed that when others were plundering the pet* 
he plundered too — but by order of his Colonel (Ballard). 
(Colonial Papers. 1 p.) 
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May 19, 1677 
Petition of Nicholas Toope of York County, Tanner, 
to his Maj. Commissioners for Virginia — Against Hartwell 
for imprisoning him five weeks after he was in the King's ser- 
vice and forcing petitioner to give a bill for 20 pairs of shoes 
for his discharge — With deposition on oath annexed and mem. 
that Hartwell owned same for which he had none of the Gover- 
nor's order but by word of mouth. 
(Colonial Papers. 2 pp.) 



May 26, 1677 
Warrant by the Commissioners for Virginia appoint- 
ing Col. John Epps, James Bliss, Capt. Nicholas Wyatt and 
John Smith or any three of them upon oath to take deposi- 
tions (9) of persons appointed by Charles City County to 
present their Grievances by reason they live so remote from 
the place of residence of said Commissioners. With mem. 
signed by Herbert Jeffreys & dated 7 June 1677 appointing 
the 15 th of June instant for bringing in the depositions above 
said, his Maj. Commissioners being absent. 
(Colonial Papers. 1 p.) 

'[These depositions were printed in full in this Magazine III, 132, 147, 
239-252, 341-349; IV, 1-15, and give much information on the period of 
Bacon's Rebellion] 

(to be continued.) 



